REMARKS: 

The claims in the application are now 21-43. 

Favorable reconsideration of the application as amended is 
respectfully requested. 

Another copy Is enclosed of Form PTO-1449 appended to the 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement timely-filed March 18, 2004 in the 
above-identified application. It is respectfully requested the art listed upon enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 be properly made of record in the above-identified application. 
Also enclosed are copies of Form PTO/SB/05 and confirming postcard evidencing 
submission to and receipt by the Patent and Trademark Office, of certified copies 
of both priority documents. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested receipt of the 
certified copies of both priority documents by the Patent and Trademark Office be 
properly acknowledged upon the next official communication from the Patent and 
Trademark Office. 

Claims 21-43 introduced herein explicitly eliminate the formal 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, set forth in paragraph 2 of the 
Office Action. In this regard, Claims 21-38 respectively correspond to Claims 1-18, 
while Claims 39-41 find explicit support on page 7 of the present application and 
Claim 42 finding support, e.g., in the first full paragraph on page 3, at the bottom of 
page 7 and top of page 9 of the specification, and in Fig. 7. Additionally, Claim 43 
finds support throughout the present application and drawings, notably Figs. 3-8. 
Concerning the comment towards the bottom of page 2 of the Office Action about 



translational movement of clamping member 19, it is respectfully pointed out Figs. 
1 and 10 illustrate embodiments in which damping devices 16 can be considered 
translationally movable on hinge section 2, with respect to the other hinge section 
3 (reference is being made to preferred embodiments of the present invention 
illustrated in the drawings of the present application). 

Accordingly, the only outstanding issue is the art rejection of the 
claims. More particularly, Claims 1 and 2 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 
as being anticipated by either U.S. Pat. No. 4,979,265 to Grass or 5,102,084 to 
Park in paragraph 4 of the Office Action. It is respectfully submitted the structural 
and cooperative relationship between all elements recited in pending Claims 21-43 
should be clear and unambiguous, so all pending claims should be treatable on the 
merits. In any event, it is respectfully submitted the invention recited in aN pending 
claims herein is patentable over the applied art, for the following reasons. 

The present invention is directed to an improved hinge 1 in which 
damping force or action increases in the region of closure of the hinge 1 , i.e. , as the 
is moved to and approaches its fully-closed position. This and other advantages are 
explicitly attained by the inventive hinge 1 recited in Claim 21 which has a movable 
section 3 and fixed section 2 interconnected by a joint axle 7, and a damping device 
16 mounted upon one 2 of these sections 2, 3 for rotational or translational 
movement. Gear means are, in turn, mounted at least partiallv upon the other hinge 
section 3 for acting upon the damping device member 19, at least in the region of 
the closed position of the hinge 1 . In particular, the gear means comprise at least 



three movable gear members 20, 22, 27 mounted to control rotation of the damping 
member 19 depending upon tyt (orientation) of the movable hinge section 3 relative 
to the joint axis 7. 

The features of the presently claimed invention together with the 
accompanying advantages attained thereby are neither disclosed nor suggested by 
the applied art, for the following reasons. 

It is asserted in paragraph 4 of the Office Action Grass shows three 
gear members 4, 27 and 31 , with gear member 31 constituting a damper . However, 
spring 23 pressure is constantiv exerted by the device taught in Grass in both 
opening and closing directions or positions. Although it is mentioned in Grass 
damping occurs from approximately 45° to 10° during pivoting from open to closed 
(column 2, lines 16-24), nevertheless spring 23 pressure is constantly being exerted, 
unlike the presently claimed hinge 1 in which damping occurs solely by movement 
of the hinge parts (please see, e.g., Claim 43, introduced herein). 

As shown in Figs. 3 and 4 of Grass, the "intermediately'-arranged gear 
is formed in two parts, to have a lower part 30 of larger diameter and an upper part 
31 of smaller diameter. However, because the same eccentric crankpin 24 is 
arranged on the same gear 30, 31 , the resulting gear ratio onlv influences kinematics 
of the hinge and not damping action. 
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Park fails to disclose a damper since gears 63, 74 and 71 only permit 
movement of casing part 41, with the desired position of the cover 20 held by the 
braked hinge shaft 61 (column 4, lines 4-31 and Figs. 3A-3C). The remaining art of 
record has not been applied against the claims and will not be commented upon 
further at this time. 

Accordingly, in view of the forgoing amendment and accompanying 
remarks, it is respectfully submitted all claims pending herein are in condition for 
allowance. Please contact the undersigned attorney should there be any questions. 
A Petition for an automatic three month extension of time for response under 37 
C.F.R. §1.1 36(a) is enclosed in triplicate together with the requisite Petition fee and 
fee for the additional claims introduced herein. 

Early favorable action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 28,375 
Attorney for Applicant 



DILWORTH & BARRESE, LLP 

333 Earle Ovington Blvd. 
Uniondale, NY 11553 
(516) 288-8484 



[ ] Please charge Deposit Account No. 04-1121 in the amount of $ . Two (2) copies of this sheet 

are enclosed. 

[U] A check in the amount of $ 75.00 is enclosed. 

[It] Please charge any deficiency as well as any other fee(s) which may become due under 37 C.F.R. 
§§1.16 and/or 1.17 at any time during the pendency of this application, or credit any 
overpayment of such fee(s) to Deposit Account No. 04-1121 . Also, in the event any extensions 
of time for responding are required for the pending application(s), please treat this paper as a 
petition to extend the time as required and charge Deposit Account No. 04-1 121 therefor. A 
DUPLICATE OF THIS SHEET IS ENCLOSED. 



Respectfully submitted, 




V^rge M. Kaplflh 
Reg No. 28,375 
Attorney for Applicant{s) 



DILWORTH & BARRESE, LLP 
333 Earle Ovington Blvd. 
Uniondale, NY 11553 
(516) 228-8484 
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